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have unanimity both with themselves and each other, being
engaged, as we may say, upon the same subjects: for the
counsels of such men as these continue firm, and have no
flux and reflux, like the Euripus : and they wish what is just
and expedient; which also they desire in common. But it
is impossible for bad men to have unanimity, except in a
small degree j as it is impossible for them to be friends,
since they are desirous of more than their share in what is
profitable, but in labours and public services they take less.
But when each party wishes the same things for himself, he
examines into and prevents his neighbour; for if they are
not on the watch, the state is destroyed. It happens there-
fore that they split into factions, as they use force to one
another, and are not willing themselves to do what is just.

CHAP. VII.

Those, who confer kindnesses feel more love than those who re-
ceive them: the common a^d the true explanation of this.

1. BENEFACTORS seem to love those whom they have be-
nefited, more than those who have received favours love
the conferrers; and as if this were contrary to reason, an
enquiry is made into it. Now the opinion of the generality
is, that the one party are debtors, and the other creditors:
consequently in the same manner as in the case of debts> the
debtors wish their creditors not to live, but those who have
lent take care actually of the health of their debtors j so also
they think that those who have conferred favours, wish the
receivers of them to live, as being about tp receive them
back again, wkile the other party has no anxiety to repay
them* Now Epicharmus perhaps w-ouU say that they hold
this language, because they take their views from the bad
part of mankind: birt it seems Ike a true picture of man;